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All but two know him as . . . 
Don Diego, an over- 
dressed dandy on a royal 
mission. But, to fight 
injustice, he dons his mask, 
and becomes — 




There are others who wear masks, 
too— masks of deception. There is 
MARIA BOURBON-a striking 
image of the KING OF SPAIN- 
bnt is she really his sister? And 
what of THE KING - a sick- 
monarch— or is he? Is lus illni 
somehow linked with the activi- 
ties of Grolos, de Riez and Dr. 

Istolo— his trusted confidants? 

is is tile web— a web of intrigue 
—that only the flashing sword of 
ZORRO can slice through! 




IN ALTA, CALIFORNIA, AN UNMARKED COACH. RACES 
TO THE GREAT CASA OF THE VEGAS, ITS BLINDS 
PRAWN POWN TIGHTLY... 




, lYES, FATHER.' I SEE IT' 
W>WV' JSHZ'S THE ABSOLUTE 




AS, YOU KNOW, BY THE LAW OF CASTILE AND 
LEON, THE FIRSTBORN WHETHER MALE OR 
FEMALE MAY RULE / SO RATHER THAN 
RISK HAVING- MY PRESENCE CAUSE SOME 
FACTIONS TO SPREAD THE CLAIM THAT I 
WAS BORN FIRST, WHILE OTHERS WOULP 
HOLD FOR WV BROTHER 
AND.THUS CREATE CON- 
TINUAL UNREST, MY 
BIRTH WAS 

KEPT 
SECRET?, 






/this letter CONFIRMS 
J YOUR STORY/ AND THE 
Jl SEAL IS THE ROYAL 
• \ ONE. I RECOGNIZE IT.' 




MY MOTHER,JU5T 
BEFORE THEY 
CARRIED ME AWAY 
FRO/A HER FOREVER 
GAVE ME HALF OF 



( MY BROTHER STILL WEARS 
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t yo - yoy/? 



-FROM THE WAY YOU ADDRESS 
V\E, 1 SEE I HAVE WON LOYAL 
/SUPPORTERS.' X 5HALL NEED 
THE HELP OF A DARING MAN 
TO E5CORT ME TO SPAIN.' 
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DO NOT WORRY, YOUR MAJESTY/ 
MY EXCELLENCE IN P13TOL5 I " 
ONLY EXCEE17ED 6Y MY 
EXCELLENCE II 





« 


( CA 

\. ro 


'TAIN, ARE YOU READY 
SAIL AT ONCE ? J~ 
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^ SI.' MY CARGO 15 LOADED 
AND YOU ARE THE ONLY 
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WELL, THAT'S ONE \ I WAS RIGHT.' THIS^ 
WAY OF LETTING IN ) WAS DONE BY THE 
THE SEA AIR.' A MAN ON THE DOCK.' 
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TH-THI5 IS THE SECOND ATTEMPT ON MY LIFE, 
5ENOR,' DOESN'T IT PROVE BEYOND ANY SHADOW 
OF A DOUBT THAT MY ENEMIES — THE KING'S 
COUSIN AT THEIR HEAD--KWOW WHO I AM 
AND ARE DETERMINED TO KEEP ME FROM 
THE SPANISH THRONE? 




?L)T WE WILL DEFY THEIR \ --NO, YOUR ^ 
HREAT5.' WE WILL SAIL! } MAJESTY.' 
ANP I SHALL BURN THEIR / PERMIT ME TO 



The long sea voyage passes uneventfully 
until they are a pay from spain..- 











^ IS THERE ANYTHING I 
^ CAN DO TO HELP 
|L WITH THE CANNONS?! 


A0 ■ i 












to 


^ra^^ 


^»;g-!j 




:|# 


%^58( 


•^ 


1 


11 


•mhsii^s^ 




. #J<TA7 




■ 



I UP THE tADDIR ! i 
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^ NO, 
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TOO LATE/ J 
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f WE ARE TAKING- YsO THEY ARE YOUR 

TH15 PASSENGER ) FRIENDS-' HOW JFOR- 
>, AND HER ESCORT--/ TUNATE THAT MY _. 
>-l _--( LITTLE ACCIDENT \ 


\ , \V V BELOW DELAYED 

/ f / X \. Tt1£ ^hting? J 
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AG I SAID, CAPTAIN, E 
HAVE. GOOD REASON 
FOR LEAVING YOUR 
HIP HERE ' 




That night, from the coast of spain, a I I well, we have \ but it is still a long- 

COLORED LIGHT FLASHES... | | REftCHED SPAIN... } JOURNEY TO THE THRONB. 
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AH, YOUR LATE VISIT \ YOU ARE THE PERFECT 
CAPS WHAT MAS COURTIER, DON DIEGO '-- 

BEEN A PERFECT / BUT I CAME FOR THAT 
DAY FOR ALL J WARNING NOTE WE 
OF US.' jr^^ii\ FOUND J-U5T BEFORE 
sfcL SETTINS SAIL.' "" 




The next pay, pon piego calls upon t 
dying kin© at his summer palace... 



HIS MAJESTY WILL SEE 
YOU- BUT IT CAN ONLY J 
BE FOR A MOMENT' 






NOW YOU SEE IT, 
NOW YOU DON'T, 
MY SCHEMING 
fRIENOS 
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' f 1-IT WAS SO ji n 
( TEMPTING-- J 
\ FORStVE ME ' / 



After taking- leave, oon. diego 
hurries to a chemist... 



YOU ARE CORRECT, SENOR.' THIS FRUIT 
WOULD CERTAINLY MAKE THE EATER ILL- 
AND OVER A PERIOD OF TIME WOULP 
PROVE FATAL ' 




BUT- ONLY THE- ROYAL PHYSfC/AN 

EXAMINES THE KING ANP MB 15 ON 
THE PLOT TO KILL HIM.' 




I HAVE THE KEYS.' WAIT Y T % -''/ ffi 
BY THE HORSES/ J /^ ■' \/ 4 f 





J NIGHT 15 ALWAYS THE TIME FOR \_^" ' 
, CONSPIRATORS -BUT THIS MAY BE ^XT- 
ONE CONSPIRACY THAT WILL- NEVER J 
SEE THE LIGHT OF OAY-'y 



Soon, the fleeing horsemen end their 
retreat at a nobleman's country house., 




^5^/ NOW PERHAPS YOU'P CARE 
TO TELL ME WHY VOU 
BROUGHT A WOMAN TO 
5FAIN WHO 15 THE VERY 
/MAGE OF HIS MAJE5T 






THAT WILL BRING THE GLjAROS! 
WHILE THEY CHASE ZORRO, 
WE'LL HAVE TO DISP05E OF 
THE KING.' 




I I FIRST SAW THIS MILL HOUSE BY THE 
SUMMER PALACE, I WONDERED WHY SUCH 
AN UGLY 8U1LDING WAS PLACED ON SUCH 
SPLENDID GROUNDS 




Later, at the castle where panchita is 

STAYING- 

y THE ANSWER 
IS SIMPLE ,' WHO SAVED PON 
DIEGO FROM OUR ASSASSIN 
ZORRO? ZORRO MUST BE HIS 
CLOSE FRIEND AND DON 
DIEGO'S FIANCEE 15 
PANCHITA/ 



WE KEEP HER CAPTIVE, UNDER MARIA'S 
GUARD -HER LIFE IN EXCHANGE FOR THE 
KING'S! AND WHEN ZORRO, AT DON DIEGO'S 
REQUEST, HANDS THE KING- «_ 





CET READY! GET SET! GO GET... 

FRANCIS 

THE FAMOUS TALKING MULE 

10* at your favorite Dell Comics Dealer 



Don't miss "FRANCIS in the HAUNTED 

nUUjt A Universal-International Picture starring 

MICKEY ROONEY and Francis The Famous Talking Mule 
ai your favorite movie theater 



TH-THE OTHER 
HALF OF 
LOCKET.' 
HAS BEEI 
MISSING FOR 
MONTHS - 



— STOLEN, SIRE-' AN EASY 
THING FOR ONE OF YOUR 
TRUSTEO GENTLEMEN 
OF THE CHAMBER- 



THREE CO -CONSPIRATOR 5 HERE SLOWLY 
P0150NED YOU, HE PREPARED HER CREDENTIALS 
IN ALTA CALIFORNIA.' SHE WAS TO ARRIVE JUST 
BEFORE YOU DIED.' WITH HER ON THE THRONE 
ALL SPAIN WOULD HAVE BEEN 
AT THEIR MERCY/ 




Later... what a wonderful joke on 

■ ' maria/ the ribbon she offered 

me on the king's death, he gave 

ME NOW/ 






AND I DON'T 5EE WHY WE CAN'T BE 
MARRIED MERE A5 YOU PROMISED WHEN 
YOU TALKED ME INTO LEAVING ALTA 
CALIFORNIA/ 

"" /BUT PANCH1TA, FOR A 
PALACE WEDDING, WE 
WOULD HAVE TO WAIT 
UNTIL HIS MAJESTY RE- 
' GAINS HIS HEALTH/ AND 
CERTAINLY, NEITHER OF 
US WANTS TO POSTPONE 
(j THIS WEDDING 
.ANY LONGER.' 




3p"y- cieSrie^l, 
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New 
it-flavor 

TRIX 

ugared corn puffs 
hing and crisp 



